CASE STUDY

SICOMIN’S ADVANCED EPOXIES REACH NEW
HEIGHTS IN THE ‘SLING’ RANGE OF AIRCRAFT
The Airplane Factory (TAF) is a South African business focused on the development
and manufacture of high quality, sports and utility aircraﬅ. The company occupies facilities
at Tedderﬁeld Airpark in the south of Johannesburg, an ideal venue for aircraﬅ development,
manufacture and testing. Sicomin and their South African composite materials distributor,
Aerontec, have been working closely with TAF’s engineers to develop enhanced and eﬃcient
production methods for the ﬂagship range of ‘Sling’ aircraﬅs.
The Sling is a competitively priced, high performance,
lightweight aluminium and composite aircraft
which can be purchased as a fully constructed and
test flown aircraft or as a home build kit. Previously
the composite undercarriage was wet laminated
and then cut to shape. However, the very thick
glass epoxy laminate was difficult to laminate and
trim so TAF began seeking a more efficient and less
labour intensive alternative.
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development of a new net-shape, two-part
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occupants in the event of a fire. These rigorous
quality standards are also required for this aircraft
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as they expand their range of aircraft.
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